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On the Agenda 

1. About CFED 

2. Economic Volatility of Low-Income Americans 

3. Impact of Asset Limits 

4. Tension Between State and Federal Asset Limits 



About CFED 

CFED (Corporation for 

Enterprise Development) 

empowers individuals and 

families to build and 

preserve assets by 

advancing policies and 

strategies that help them go 

to college, buy a home, start 

a business, and save for now 

and for the future. 

Identify Good Ideas: CFED’s research 

finds ideas with potential for making the 

economy work for everyone, particularly 

those on the margins. 

Develop Partnerships: CFED works in 

partnership with diverse organizations 

across the country to promote lasting 

change. 

Bring Ideas to Scale: CFED brings 

together community practice, public 

policy and private markets to achieve 

the greatest economic impact.  

We combine the vision of a think 

tank with real-world experience to: 



Economic Volatility 



Impact of Asset Limits 

1. On People 

2. On Government 

3. On Caseloads 

“Asse t  L imi ts ,  SN AP Par t i c ipa t ion  and  F inanc ia l  S tab i l i ty”  

“ D o  L i m i t s  o n  F a m i l y As s e t s  Af f e c t  P a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n ,  C o s t s  o f  TAN F ? ”  



Impact on People 

Source: CFED Assets and Opportunity Scorecard (2016) 



Impact on People 



Impact on Government 



Impact on Caseloads 



Impact on Caseloads 



Impact on Caseloads 



• Bad for People 

• Costly for Government 

• Minimal Impact on Caseloads 

Summary 



TANF Asset Limits 

Source: CFED Assets and Opportunity Scorecard (2016) 



SNAP Asset Limits 

Source: CFED Assets and Opportunity Scorecard (2016) 



LIHEAP Asset Limits 

Source: CFED Assets and Opportunity Scorecard (2016) 



SSI Asset Limits 



1. Asset limits create perverse incentives for 

work, savings, and financial security 

2. Asset limits increase government 

administrative costs 

3. Raising asset limits has modest or no impact 

on caseloads 

4. Federally-imposed asset limits undermine 

state policies 

 

Big takeaways 


